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with eyes to see it became patent that sooner or later this question, so vital to Tokio, would develop into one of peace or war between the two countries.
We went at the end of 1903 to Port Arthur to see for ourselves what was going on there. Admiral Alexeiew, the Russian Viceroy of the province in dispute, was in residence at the port. We stayed for several days at the hotel, using ears and eyes to the best advantage, and our visit proved to be most informative, for on Alexeiew's staff were two old friends of ours, Monsieur Plancon, Political Adviser to the Viceroy, and General Wogack, Military Attache to the Russian Legation in Peking and Tokio, one of the handsomest men in Europe, who afterwards came to be well known in London. These two friends introduced us to the Viceroy, and so organized our visit that we were able to see everything of interest that was going on in that port.
To serious-minded people the Russians really seemed to be playing with explosives. They wilfully ignored the war preparations of the Japanese, which were patent to the eye of the veriest tyro. An English merchant in Port Arthur took us round and showed us the gun emplacements of the Russians, which he said had been accurately charted by the Japanese. He told us that there were about 600 Japanese barbers and waiters in the town who were well-known to be soldier spies. He declared that the Japanese in the hinterland of the port had secret dumps everywhere of munitions and provisions, ready for the use of their armies when the time came.
Their war preparations were in an advanced stage, and all the time Russia was " fiddling/' and Russian graft in the port was rampant. Our Russian friendsAN INTERLUDE                    123
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